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BPW International develops the Business, Professional and 
Leadership potential of women on all levels through advocacy,  
education, mentoring, networking , skill building and economic 
empowerment programs and projects around the world.  
BPW International is in partnership with the following 
organizations to empower our business members through 
access to trade, mentoring and procurement opportunities. 
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About the IFBPW BusinessNet 
 

BPW International is partnered with the International Trade Centre (ITC) in Geneva 
Switzerland  and with  WeConnect International based in Washington DC 

 
The International Trade Centre (ITC) is a United Nations Agency and a subsidiary of 

the World Trade Organization (WTO). Through their Women and Trade program,  
ITC’s mission is to foster sustainable economic development and contribute to 
achieving the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the 
developing countries with economies in transition through trade and international 
business development. A central aspect of ITC’s Women and Trade Program is to 
work with governments, the private sector and trade-supported institutions to bring a 
greater economic benefit to women through increased participation in import and 
export trade. With ITC’s support, BPW International continues to advocate to 
governments and corporates to increase their sourcing and procurement from 

women-owned businesses(WOBs) 
WeConnect International is a global network that connects women-owned 

businesses to qualified buyers around the world and helps them to succeed in global 
value chains. WeConnect International  identifies, educates, registers, and certifies 
women's business enterprises based outside of the U.S.A. that are at least 51% 
owned, managed, and controlled by one or more women, and then connects them 
with multinational corporate buyers. WeConnect International trains corporations on 
how to source from women business owners and trains women business owners on 
how to sell to corporations. 

 
Benefits to Members  
Access to Procurement Contracts 
Government procurement offers a unique opportunity to empower women and 
combat poverty. Public procurement accounts for over 30% of gross domestic 
product (GDP) in developing countries and some 10%-15% of GDP in developed 
countries. WOBs have been largely excluded from this market due to a lack of 
access to information, understanding of procedures and the ability to meet 
requirements. IFBPW and ITC calls on governments at all levels, including national, 
regional and local, as well as government agencies to join the initiative and commit 
to measuring and increasing their procurement from women owned businesses  
and vendors. 

Governments, Institutions and Companies joining the initiative commit to: 

• endorsing the objective of increasing sourcing from women; 
• collecting data on the value and percentage of their public procurement purchases     
  awarded to women-owned businesses and women entrepreneurs; 
• establishing targets or quotas for sourcing from women-owned businesses and  
  women entrepreneurs. 
• fostering procurement policies that will lead to the increase of procurement awards      
  going to women-owned businesses and women entrepreneurs; 
  

 

SheTrades  Global  Initiative 
Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women is a 

prerequisite of achieving the Global Goals for Sustainable 
Development adopted at the United Nations General Assembly, 
Advancing women’s equality could add US$ 28 trillion to global 
GDP by 2025, enabling economies to unlock their full potential.  It is 
in this context that ITC launched the "SheTrades" initiative seeking 
to rally stakeholders around the world to work together on seven 
priority areas, set out in a call to action, to address trade barriers 
and create greater opportunities for women entrepreneurs. It is 
supported by web and mobile digital platforms. 
https://shetrades.com/ 

 
How to Engage 
Register your business at: 

https://ifbpwbusinessnet.wordpress.com/              You will receive 
communications and support from the BusinessNet  
Write to  businessnet@bpw-international.orgJoin our google group:  

https://groups.google.com/forum/m/#!forum/ifbpw-businessnet 

Share your success story to encourage other Women 
Owned Businesses (WOBs) 
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